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Sandrapsocus clarki, an unusual new genus and species of
Elipsocidae (Insecta: Psocoptera) from the Bounty Islands

C. N. Smithers*

Sandrapsocus clarki gen et sp nov (Insecta Psocoptera Ehpsocidae) 1s descnbed 1t
1s the first psocopteran to be recorded from the Bounty Islands, 700 km east-south-east
of New Zealand, where 1t 1s found on rocks among lichens and algae It has several
unusual features, including 9-segmented antennae and wing rudiments which are umque
in being extended laterally 1n the hornizontal plane So far as i1s known the species 1s
endemic to the Bounty Islands, which cover a total of only about 135 hectares, most of
which must be unsuitable for Psocoptera This small area probably carries the entire
population of this remarkable species, making 1t clearly vulnerable to extinction by
change 1n environmental factors
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INTRODUCTION

This paper reports the first species of Psocoptera, Sandrapsocus clarki gen et sp nov to be
recorded from the Bounty Islands It 1s based on a small collection in the Entomology
Research Museum, Lincoln Umversity, New Zealand (LUNZ), collected by Sandra King, a
member of the Bounty Islands Expedition The islands lie some 700 km east-south-east of the
South Island of New Zealand and form a group of more than twenty small, bare and wind-
swept granite 1slands and rocks subject to frequent saltwater spray The 1slands accommodate
breeding populations of several sea birds and the New Zealand fur seal

A synopsis of the distribution of Psocoptera of subantarctic 1slands (in a broad sense) was
given in Smithers (1974) to which a few records were later added for some 1slands of the New
Zealand Plateau (Thornton et al 1977) Smithers (in press) provides some further new
records and a revised species list for New Zealand high latitude 1slands S clark: has not been
recorded from any of the islands histed, nor have any Psocoptera previously been recorded
from the Bounty Islands The only terrestrial vegetation on the Bounties consists of lichens
and algae, which are reported to live on a few sheltered rock faces These probably represent
the only habitable sites for the psocopteran Should 1t transpire that the species 1s endemic to
the Bounty Islands, as seems highly likely, 1t would have one of the most restricted ranges so
far known for any psocopteran Under these circumstances the entire population of the
species 1s probably restricted to a small part of 135 hectares of land which 1s subject to harsh
climatic conditions, a truly vulnerable position for any species of animal

The available material consists of six females and one male It 1s an easily recogmsed
species, the sexes bemng very similar to one another 1n general appearance They are small
(<2 mm long), of somewhat rotund form, with the prothorax largely hidden from above
because 1t 1s mostly accommodated in a depression of the occipital and postoccipital regions
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