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Abstract The checklist presents a summary of
information published since 1985 on the origin, breeding,
and characteristics of white clover (Trifolium repensL.)
varieties. This complements the previous checklist
(Caradus 1986). Origin and breeding history, agronomic
potential, disease susceptibility, and the maintenance of
a cultivar are listed where known.
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INTRODUCTION

Since the first white clover (Trifolium repens L.) variety
checklist was published (Caradus 1986), a further 94
varieties of white clover have been produced, bringing
the total number of white clover varieties produced
world-wide to 326. Information published predominantly
since 1985 on origin, breeding, and characteristics of
232 varieties is summarised in this checklist and therefore
complements the first checklist (Caradus 1986). Some
information on the origin and breeding background is
summarised from the 1986 checklist for completeness
but all the agronomic information is from publications
not previously included. Information in the Appendix
includes information from Caradus (1986). Inconsistent
agronomic performance is reported for many cultivars.
These differences can arise because of GxE interactions,
different grazing/cutting managements, or because of
genetic shifts during seed multiplication. Despite this
variability, genetic gain as a result of breeding white
clover cultivars has averaged 6% per decade for DM
yield and clover content (Woodfield & Caradus 1994).
Production of HCN in cultivars reported to be
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acyanogenic probably occurs because of the presence of
enzyme and cyanogenic glucoside in different plants
within the cultivar. Each plant is itself acyanogenic but
when mixed together, as occurs in the rumen, HCN can
be produced (Crush & Caradus 1995). Although some
of the white clovers mentioned in the literature may be
regional varieties, commercially available ecotypes, or
released germplasms, they are included for completeness.
The listed maintainer of each cultivar is the last known
maintainer, and there is no guarantee that seed can be
obtained especially where the cultivar is no longer in
commercial production.

Cultivars are listed alphabetically. Summaries are
given by country and by major adaptive features (if any)
claimed by the literature.

ACRONYMS USED IN CHECKLIST

AFRC: Agriculture and Food Research Council (now
BBSRC)

Al:  aluminium

AIMV:
B: boron

alfalfa mosaic virus

BYMYV: barley yellow mosaic virus
Ca: calcium

Cu: copper

CYVV:
DM: dry matter

EC: European Community

clover yellow vein virus

Fe: iron
HCN: hydrogen cyanide

IGER: Institute of Grassland and Environmental
Research

K: potassium
Mg: magnesium
Mn:
N: nitrogen

NIAB: National Institute of Agricultural Botany

OECD: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development

manganese

P: phosphorus

PBI: Plant Breeding International






