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‘Grasslands Tekapo’ cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata L.)
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Abstract ‘Grasslands Tekapo’ cocksfoot
(Dactylis glomerata L.) was selected from a
European accession. It is a fine-leaved, densely-
tillered cultivar, and of the same prostrate habit as
‘Grasslands Wana’ cocksfoot; but appears to show
better compatibility with white clover in the sward.
Tekapo cocksfoot is early-flowering, warm-season
productive, and fairly similar to Wana cocksfoot in
nutritional qualities. It is intended for use in severe
grazing situations.
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ORIGIN

‘Grasslands Tekapo’ cocksfoot was selected from
an accession identified as ‘Souche I’ (France)
77198, and received from Estacao Agronomic
Nacional, Portugal in 1967. There was no
information on its natural origin.

The accession was included in a spaced-plant
trial at Palmerston North in 1968. During the next
three years, data were collected on seasonal growth,
disease, flowering, etc. In November 1970, sixteen
of the best plants (of the 120 originally planted)
were removed to a field isolation and inter-
pollinated. The seed was harvested individually
from each plant and then a bulk (K1868) was made
available for pure-sward evaluations over the
following years.
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In November 1981, four clones of each of the
16 parent plants were used for interpollination in
an isolation house. The seed was harvested
individually from each plant and then blended to
equal portions to provide seed for further increase.
This was sown at Aorangi Research Station,
Manawatu, and then rogued to remove off-types,
in three successive years. The third harvest was
designated as Nucleus seed and is the base used for
further seed increase. This seed is held under long
term storage conditions at AgResearch Grasslands,
Palmerston North.

The selection was named ‘Grasslands Tekapo’
and released for commercialisation in 1990. It was
granted New Zealand Plant Breeders Rights on 21
August 1995. A full statistical description of the
differences between Tekapo and other cocksfoot
cultivars available in New Zealand, is included in
the PBR application.

DESCRIPTION

Tekapo is distinct from the other two major
cocksfoot cultivars in New Zealand, ‘Grasslands
Kara’ (Rumball 1982a) and ‘Grasslands Wana’
(Rumball 1982b). Compared with Kara, it is much
more prostrate, densely-tillered, finer-leaved, and
has shorter culms. It is slightly more prostrate than
Wana but the leaves are longer and thinner, and a
much bluer colour than the bright green of Wana.
It produced significantly more tillers at ten weeks
than either Wana or Kara. It is approximately two
weeks earlier to head than both Kara and Wana.

USE AND PERFORMANCE

Being of the same densely-tillered, low-crowned
type as Wana (Fig. 1), Tekapo is similarly suited to
severe grazing and set-stocking by sheep. Under
such conditions, it forms a dense and even cover
compared with the discrete, clumpy plants of a
Kara-type sward. It is intended for use in the
traditional cocksfoot role of providing summer






