New Zealand Journal of Botany, 1996, Vol. 34: 187-194

187

0028-825X/96/3402-0187 $2.50/0 © The Royal Society of New Zealand 1996

Hebe bishopiana (Scrophulariaceae) — an endemic species of the
Waitakere Ranges, west Auckland, New Zealand
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Abstract  Hebe bishopiana (Petrie) Hatch, first de-
scribed as the hybrid Veronica xbishopiana by Petrie
in 1926, was transferred by Hatch in 1966 to the
genus Hebe as H. xbishopiana. This paper supports
the suggestion made by Hatch that this taxon may
not be a hybrid; it is regarded here as a distinct and
uncommon species endemic to the Waitakere Range
west of Auckland City in the North Island, New
Zealand, Hebe bishopiana is most similar to H.
ebtusata but is a larger shrub with widely branch-
ing stems, distinctive maroon-green foliage and
stemns, lanceolate-elliptic leaves, and longer racemes
with only sparsely hairy calyces. The conservation
status of Hebe bishopiana is discussed and the cur-
rent TUCN ranking of “Vulnerable” supported.
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INTRODUCTION

It a series of papers Oliver {1925), Cockayne &
Allan {1926), and Cockayne (1929) adopted the
genus Hebe for most of the woody shrubby taxa
previously treated as Veronica. However, several
taxa were not formally transferred, possibly because
at that time they were poorly known or were con-
sidered hybrids (see Moore in Allan 1961, Heads
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1987; Garnock-Jones 1993; Garnock-Jones &
Clarkson 1994). One of these taxa was the presumed
hybrid Feronica xbishopiana of Petrie (1926) which
was lectotypified by Moore (in Allan 1961).

Since its formal description by Petrie (1926),
Veronica xbishopiana has been treated either as a
natural hybrid between Hebe obtusata (Cheesem.)
Cockayne et Allan and H. siricta (Benth.) L.B.
Moore var. stricta * (Petrie 1926; Moore in Allan
1961) or as a distinct but unnamed species awaiting
formal transfer to Hebe (Eagle 1982; Smith-
Dodsworth 1991; Druce 1993). However, during the
course of research for this paper I discovered that
Hatch (1966) had already inadvertently transferred
Veronica xbishopiana to Hebe as H. xbishopiana in
a short popular account discussing the presumed
hybrid status of this species. This publication appears
to have been overlooked because it was made within
the Auckiand Botanical Society Newsletter, an ob-
scure place of publication, further compounded by
the fact that Hatch (pers. comm.} did not intend, or
even realise he had made the new combination.
Nevertheless, under the terms specified within the
International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (Art.
33.2, Ex. 33.2, Greuter et al. 1994) this publication
was effective, because the basionym and a full and
direct reference to its author and place of valid pub-
lication were provided (P. J. Garnock-Jones and R.
K. Brummitt pers. comm.); also, the newsletier in
which this was published is widely accessible to
botanists both within New Zealand and overseas (S.
McKay pers. comm.). Finally, as a nothotaxon Hebe
xbishopiang occupies the same rank as a species, so
no further combination is required to remove its
suggested hybrid status (see ICBN Art. 50, Ex. 2 ).

Nevertheless, because of Hatch’s unconventional
choice of publication and its subsequent failure to
be recognised by the botanical community, H.
bishopiana has continued to be treated either as a

*The most likely candidate of the several species then
included within H. salicifolio (Forst.f.) Pennell (Moore
in Allan 1961).
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natural hybrid or an undescribed species (see above
references). This unfortunate situation may have
prejudiced its conservation (T. Stein pers. comm.).
This paper is intended to serve two purposes: (o
add additional evidence to support Hatch’s proposed
treatment of this taxon at specific level, and to clarify
its conservation status, distribution, and ecology.
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Fig. 1 Hebe bishopiana: flower-
ing branch (central), fruiting ra-
ceme (bottom right}), individual
flowers (top left) and capsules
(centre left).

Hebe bishopiana (Petrie) Hatch, Auck. Bot. Soc.
newsd. 23(1):P.1{1966, pro hybr.) Fig. 1

=Veronica xbishopiana Petrie Trans. N.Z. Inst.
56:15 (1926).

LECTOTYPE: Hill at Huia near Manukau Heads, April
1924, J. J. Bishop, H. Carse, E. Jenkins, WELT






