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Abstract This paper records additional informa-
tion about the flora of the Kermadec Islands since
the publication in 1977 of the “Kermadec Islands
Flora, an annotated checklist”, by one of us (WRS).
In addition to the records of plants first collected
since then, we have listed acceptable nomenclatural
and taxonomic name changes since 1977. The third
list gives species for which there is significant re-
cent ecological or morphological information and
often an amended Kermadec distribution.
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INTRODUCTION

The Kermadec Islands lie between latitudes 29° and
31.5° S and longitudes 178° and 179°W and are the
northernmost part of the New Zealand Botanical
Region. They have an almost subtropical climate and
a warmn temperate to subtropical flora. The majority
of indigenous vascular plants are conspecific with
or derived from New Zealand taxa. A much smaller
number have originated from tropical Polynesia. On
the other hand, of the many adventive plants in the
Kermadecs, the most prominent and invasive spe-
cies nearly all have a tropical or subtropical origin.
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Likewise, the most successful cultivated species are
almost all from warmer regions of the world. This
paper describes all species, whether indigenous,
adventive, or cultivated, which are known to grow
or have grown in the Kermadecs, but which are not
treated in the “Kermadec Islands Flora, an annotated
checklist” by Sykes (1977), henceforth referred to
as the Bulletin. In addition, we have listed separately
acceptable taxonomic and nomenclatural name
changes since 1977 and given new ecological or
morphological information in a third list.

DISCUSSION

Raoul Island

There have been several important events affecting
the vegetation of Raoul since the Bulletin. Most
importantly, feral goats were finally eliminated in
1984, but even before this date the scene was chang-
ing and most of the rare endemic species were re-
covering as a result of greatly reduced goat numbers.
In the 1980s there was a dramatic change and the
vegetation became much denser and most of the
endemic woody plants became much more common.
Thus the flora has been rapidly recovering from the
havoc caused by a century and a half of browsing
goats and it has become apparent that many palat-
able species are now of an abundance which is com-
parable with that of the middle of the last century,
i.e., before goats had time to make a significant
impact.

Vegetation changes are particularly noticeable on
the higher ridges but are still occurring in most parts
of Raoul, excepting coastal areas. In the crater there
is not only recovery from goat browsing but also
from the devastation caused by the 1964 eruption.
Predictably the greatest changes in the crater have
been on the now dry western part of the Green Lake
bed and in the surrounding area above, much of
which is now clothed in dense forest.

In many parts of Raoul, especially in the higher
parts of the crater rim and along Mahoe and






