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Reinstatement of Raukaua, a genus of the Araliaceae centred in
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Abstract The genus Pseudopanax is recognised as
polyphyletic. Morphological and anatomical charac-
ters are described that support the monophyly of
Pseudopanax anomalus, P. edgerieyi, and P. sim-
plex. Reinstatement of the genus Raukaua is recom-
mended to accommodate these species. The new
combinations R. anomalus and R. simplex are made.
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INTRODUCTION

The family Araliaceae consists of 5033 genera and
approximately 1525 species (D. G. Frodin unpubl.
data), mostly trees, shrubs, and woody hemi-epi-
phytes or lianas but with a few perenniali herbs. Until
well into the twentieth century, the systematics of
Araliaceae revolved around a limited number of
mainly reproductive attributes, including the number
of parts in each florai whorl and the relationship of
these parts to one another. Some appreciation of the
diversity of vegetative form developed with the in-
troduction of many species into cultivation in Europe
and elsewhere from the mid nineteenth century,
particularly through the work of Decaisne &
Planchon (1854}, Koch (1859), and Harms (1894);
but an increased awareness of the extent of evolu-
tionary parallelism within the family came only with
the work of Baumann (1946).

The Araliaceae are represented in New Zealand
by four genera: Pseudopanax C.Koch, Schefflera
J.R. & G.Forst.,, Meryta J.R. & G.Forst., and
Stilbocarpa Gray. Pseudopanax, as customarily
defined, is the most speciose, including 21 species,
15 in New Zealand and the others in New Caledo-
nia, Tasmania, China, and Chile (Philipson 1965).
Mitchell & Wagstaff {1997) provided phyiogenetic
hypotheses for members of the Araliaceae, includ-
ing New Zealand’s endemic species. Based on their
study, we propose to re-examine the classification
of three of these species, namely Pseudopanax
anomalus, P. edgerleyi, and P. simplex.

REVIEW OF TAXONOMIC HISTORY

Pseudopanax anomalus, P. edgerleyi, and P. simplex
were originally described in Panax by Hooker
(1543}, Hooker (1853), and Forster (1786), respec-
tively, because of their 2- to 4-locular ovaries with
partly free styles, flowers of different sexes, and
articulate pedicels. These species were transferred
by Koch (1859) into a new genus, Pseudopanax. Of
particular significance for our present proposal was






