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This issue contains 11 papers presented at a
symposium on “New Zealand seeds—their
morphology, ecology and use as indicators” held to
celebrate the launch of Seeds of New Zealand
gymnosperms and dicotyledons by Colin J. Webb
and Margaret J. A. Simpson on 28 November 2001.
The symposium venue was Lincoln University,
Lincoln, Canterbury, on 29 November 2001. The
symposium was jointly organised by Landcare
Research and the New Zealand Botanical Society.

The scope of the symposium was deliberately
broad to encompass a wide range of research relevant
to seeds of indigenous New Zealand plants. Colin
Webb presented the keynote address and provided
an overview of Seeds of New Zealand gymnosperms
and dicotyledons, including a critique of the major
types of seeds, methods of dispersal, and variation
in form and structure. This was followed by a
number of papers specifically on seeds, including
aspects of their storage and germination, formation,
and quality. The second major theme was seeds and
their ecology, with papers on dispersal, seed size,
annual production, establishment in natural
ecosystems, the macrofossil record, and seed capsule
characteristics.

We particularly thank those who prepared papers
for presentation at the symposium, and we would
like to thank all participants for their contributions
to the discussions. We also thank Dr Fran Kell,
Editor, New Zealand Journal of Botany, for
facilitating the publication of the seed symposium
papers published in this issue.
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