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‘Driver’: a new, early, fresh market potato cultivar
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Abstract ‘Driver’ is a new early to mid-season
potato (Solanum tuberosum L.) cultivar developed
mainly for the fresh market. Tubers are round-oval
in shape and have white flesh. ‘Driver’ has
moderate resistance to the cream potato cyst
nematode (Globodera pallida). It also has moderate
resistance to powdery scab (Spongospora
subterranea) and to bacterial soft rot (Erwinia sp.).
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ORIGIN

The potato, ‘Driver’, formerly the breeding line
287/12° and more recently known as *Crop 8°, was
first selected as a field-grown seedling at Pukekohe,
New Zealand, in 1983 from the Crop & Food
Research (then DSIR) breeding programme for
resistance to the cream potato cyst nematode (PCN),
Globodera pallida.

Deceased.
H96059
Received 12 September 1996, accepted 18 January 1997

‘Driver’ comes from a cross between 993.60°
and ‘V394°. The line ‘993.60° is a cross between
‘Epicure’, an old, early potato from the United
Kingdom, and ‘470.24’, a Crop & Food Research
breeding line derived from parent material obtained
from the United Kingdom, Australia, and the United
States which incorporated resistance to virus and
late blight (Phytophthora infestans) with high
yielding ability. “V394’ is a parent line with high
resistance to both PCN species, G. pallida and G.
rostochiensis, the background of which is described
by Anderson et al. (1993).

The name ‘Driver’ was chosen to honour Mr
Malcolm Driver, a potato breeder who retired from
Crop Research Division, DSIR, in 1973. He bred
several varieties, the most notable of which was
‘Rua’.

MORPHOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION

‘Driver’ is an early to medium maturity cultivar,
maturing slightly later than ‘Ilam Hardy’. Haulms
are of medium height with a medium growth habit
with inconspicuous wings on the stems. Leaves are
open, medium in size, and medium green in colour
with a wrinkled surface. Flowers are medium in
number and a uniform white colour.

Tubers have smooth white skins with shallow
eyes and white to cream flesh. They are typically
round—oval in shape, but on occasions may be more
oval, particularly when harvested early. Sprouts are
ovoid in shape, red—purple in colour of medium
intensity at the base and light at the tip, and
pubescence is medium at the base and strong at the

tip.

PERFORMANCE

The yield performance and quality data of ‘Driver’
in 42 early trials and 34 maincrop trials throughout
New Zealand from 1986 to 1995 are shown in
Table 1.






