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Obituary

Ian Alfred Murray Cruickshank, 1924-2000

The death of Dr Ian Cruickshank in Australia on 17
February 2000 marked the passing of a pioneer New
Zealand plant pathologist who was a University of
Canterbury and Lincoln University graduate and
after graduation was on the staff of the former DSIR
at Lincoln. Ian moved to the CSIRO's Division of
Plant Industry in Canberra in 1956 where he
established an international reputation for his studies
on a mechanism of the resistance of plants to disease.
He discovered and characterised phytoalexins which
are produced in plants as a response to infection by
fungal pathogens.

Ian was born in Rangiora and educated at
Rangiora Primary School and Rangiora High School.
His father, Mr O. D. Cruickshank, was well known
in North Canterbury as the District Health Inspector.
Ian graduated BSc in 1947 and his subjects included:
Botany I, II, III; Chemistry I, II; Physics I; and
Zoology I. Ian graduated MSc in Botany in 1948
with Second Class Honours from Canterbury
University College and Lincoln Agricultural College
where his MSc research was supervised by Dr I. D.
Blair (1912-89) in the Department of Microbiology.
Ian's MSc thesis was entitled "Studies on a fungus
causing a leaf blotch disease of peas (Pisum
sativum)" and was published in 1949 as "Studies on
a fungus (Septoria pisi Westend.) causing a foliage
disease of peas (Pisum sativum L.)" in the New
Zealand Journal of Science and Technology
(Cruickshank 1949) and this was Ian's first
publication. In 1964 Ian was awarded a DSc by the
University of Canterbury for his published research
on host-pathogen relationships and his thesis was
entitled "Some physiological aspects of host-parasite
relationships".

Ian was appointed an Assistant Mycologist in the
former DSIR's Plant Diseases Division at Mt Albert
in 1948 where he shared a room with H. C. Smith
(b. 1926). In 1950 he transferred to the Division's
substation at the former Crop Research Division,
Lincoln. Ian was on the DSIR staff from 1948 to
1956. He moved to the CSIRO's Division of Plant
Industry at Canberra in 1956 and retired in 1986 as
a Senior Principal Research Scientist. Ian with his

Dr I. A. M. Cruickshank, May 1996.

wife Jean retired to Wamberal on the coast north of
Sydney.

Plant diseases are a major factor limiting the yield
and quality of plants and the need to have a plant
pathologist stationed at Lincoln to tackle crop dis-
ease problems and work in with the plant breeders
was first recognised in the days of DSIR's
Agronomy Division at Lincoln when in 1938 G. T.
S. Baylis (b. 1913) was appointed as a plant patholo-
gist. An early success was his work on the onion
yellow dwarf virus in Marshlands (Chamberlain &
Baylis 1939). This concept of having specialist plant
pathologists in the team studying crop plants was
extended at the Crop Research Division and later at
its successor the CRI Crop and Food Research. Ian


