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Abstract The two commercially most important
kiwifruit species worldwide are Actinidia chinensis
and A. deliciosa. Both species are native to China:
A. chinensis grows more in the lowlands in the more
eastern provinces towards the coast, 4. deliciosa in
the western, inland, colder areas. Large quantities of
kiwifruit are collected from wild vines although this
resource is threatened because of the methods of
harvesting. Commercial cultivation of kiwifruit in
China started only 20 years ago and by 1998 there
were ¢. 45 000 ha of kiwifruit orchards, 75% in
cultivars of A. deliciosa, 25% in cultivars of 4.
chinensis. About one third of the total plantings are
in Shaanxi province. Many different cultivars of 4.
chinensis and A. deliciosa have been selected but 12
of these, together with ‘Hayward’ from New Zea-
land, account for nearly 85% of the total area planted
in kiwifruit in China. These cultivars are described.
The A. deliciosa cultivar ‘Qinmei’ is the most widely
planted, c. 40% of the total area. Average yields per
hectare are still low and most plants are either young
or have not even started cropping. In 1998 the total
production of kiwifruit from China was 118 500 t,
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and in 1999 ¢. 165 000 t, two thirds of which came
from Shaanxi province. Almost all the kiwifruit pro-
duced are sold within China and, to date, only small
quantities are exported. Within a few years China
will be producing much more kiwifruit from com-
mercial orchards than any other country and this is
likely to have a significant impact on international
trade in kiwifruit.
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INTRODUCTION

The kiwifruit of international commerce are good-
flavoured, large-fruited selections of Actinidia
chinensis Planch. and A. deliciosa (A. Chev.) C. F.
Liang et A. R. Ferguson. These two Actinidia species
occur naturally only in China.

Kiwifruit have long been collected from the wild
in China, but until recently neither species was
cultivated in its homeland. The successful develop-
ment of kiwifruit industries, first in New Zealand and
then in other countries, has stimulated Chinese
interest in the potential of Actinidia species native
to China. Over the past decade there has been very
extensive planting of kiwifruit in China so that there
are now more kiwifruit grown in China than in any
other country. Kiwifruit production in China is
consequently also expanding rapidly and could soon
have a significant impact on international kiwifruit
trade.

Little has been published in European languages
on the kiwifruit industry of China and most of the
statistics available have been unreliable. We believe
this to be the first comprehensive account.

COLLECTION OF DATA

There are no existing official government statistics
for the kiwifruit industry in China. Most of the in-
formation presented in this paper was collected at the






