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Abstract The increase in numbers and range
expansion of New Zealand fur seals (Arctocephalus
forsteri Lesson) in the New Zealand region has
prompted many people to comment on their effects
on the marine and coastal environments. Overall
there are anomalies in the data describing the
distribution and abundance of fur seals in the New
Zealand region, and there is a need for a better
understanding of the interactions with humans and
the impacts on the New Zealand environment. The
distribution resulting from the present pattern of
re-colonisation differs from the perception of their
distribution before decimation by humans. We
hypothesise that the pristine distribution was
temperate rather than subantarctic. Previously
published records which have documented changes
in the abundance and distribution of the species are
shown to be wanting. The most controversial
management issue is interaction with commercial
fisheries where we conclude that neither of the
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extreme options, culling of seals nor closure of some
fishing grounds, is justified. Other issues addressed
include tourism, fe tikanga Maori o mahinga kai
(the customary use of wildlife by Maori), and
impact of fur seals on the coastal environment. This
species offers a rare and exciting opportunity to test
the theoretical processes of population expansion
that can be investigated as a natural experiment.
We suggest that the current management policy
should remain unchanged until the current paucity
of information on the degree of interaction between
fur seals and humans has been addressed.
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INTRODUCTION

Recently scientists, politicians, conservationists,
and fishing industry representatives have
commented on the real and postulated effects of an
increasing New Zealand fur seal (Arctocephalus
forsteri Lesson) population on human activities and
the New Zealand environment. Overall there is a
need for a better understanding of the distribution
and abundance (e.g., Mattlin 1987; Crawley 1990;
Duncan 1991; Taylor 1992; Richards 1994; Anon.
1995; Barton 1996), the interactions with humans
(e.g., Talley 1991; Stevens 1999), and the impacts
of fur seals on the New Zealand environment (e.g.,
Talley 1991; Anon. 1997; Best 1998; Stevens 1999).
We saw a need therefore to expand our brief review
of past exploitation (Lalas & Bradshaw 1998), to
re-examine the available data on the current trends
in A. forsteri abundance and distribution, and to
explore the possible outcomes of an increasing fur
seal population on human activity and the New
Zealand environment.






