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Two new Clambus species from New Zealand
(Coleoptera: Eucinetoidea: Clambidae)
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P.O. Box 413
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South Africa

Abstract This paper describes two new species,
Clambus uranus and C. jupiter, collected in New
Zealand by A. F. Newton. It also lists some new lo-
cality data for the known clambids of New Zealand.
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INTRODUCTION

A large collection of New Zealand Clambidae,
consisting of several hundred specimens, was sent
to me for identification by A. F. Newton of the Field
Museum of Natural History, Chicago. The material
included two new species of Clambus, of which the
holotypes and a series of available paratypes are
deposited in the collection of Landcare Research,
Auckland. The majority of the specimens are de-
posited in the Field Museum of Natural History,
Chicago, and some duplicates are in my own
collection.

The female genitalia in Clambidae were not
studied, which is why they are not mentioned in the
comparison between C. uranus and C. jupiter.

At present, 13 species of Clambidae are known
from New Zealand: five belonging to the genus
Sphaerothorax and eight to the genus Clambus.
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DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW TAXA

Clambus uranus spec. nov.

This new species keys to C. neptunus in the revision
of New Zealand Clambidae by Endrody-Younga
(1990: 126). The name uranus was mentioned (in
error) in that paper, but this species was not described
there or since.

DESCRIPTION: Horizontal plate of metasternum
moderately reduced in middle. Eye not reduced in
size. Lateral angle of head level with posterior
margin of eye; genal margin straight. Lateral margin
of pronotum gently arcuate. Sutural profile of elytra
moderately and evenly arcuate; lateral border
narrowly marginate. Dorsum sparsely and micro-
scopically pubescent, hairs of ventrum distinct.
Aedeagus narrow and elongate (Fig. 1 A, B).

Head moderately convex, clypeus evenly arcuate.
Lateral angle of head broadly rounded, situated at
posterior margin of eye. Genal margin straight
between antennal furrow and lateral angle of head.
Disc smooth, integument shiny, sparse pubescence
microscopic, only somewhat longer on clypeus.
Basal punctures of hairs hardly discernible. Last two
funicular segments of antenna longer than broad.
Pronotum moderately convex, lateral lobes not ver-
tical. Anterior lateral angle narrower, posterior angle
broadly rounded. Lateral margin long between
angles and slightly arcuate. Integument and pubes-
cence similar to disc of head. Elytra longer than
combined breadth (1.0 : 0.83 mm), lateral margins
evenly arcuate, sutural profile moderately convex,
evenly arcuate. Lateral border evenly, narrowly and
finely marginate. Integument, sparse and micro-
scopic pubescence as well as punctation similar as
on pronotum. Ventral side densely pubescent, hairs
distinctly longer than distance of insertions.
Metasternum moderately reduced in middle, slightly
less than half of lateral length (0.09 : 0.21 mm).
Anterior margin not sharply crested, posterior
margin smooth. Disc flattened and densely punctate
laterally. Coxal plates indistinctly punctate. Punc-
tation of sternites pronounced, that of anal sternite
coarse. Aedeagus 0.55-0.65 mm long, free standing
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Fig. 1 Clambus uranus, aedeagus; A = ventral view; B =
lateral view.

portion of penis 0.25-0.28 mm. Aedeagus broadest
at basal part (0.12 mm), penis 0.045 mm broad.
Penis parallel-sided with asymmetric apex, dorso-
ventrally compressed, apex in lateral view slightly
double arcuated. Paramere narrowly triangular with
rounded apex, apparently without apical setae (Fig.
1 A, B).

Length: 1.0-1.2 mm with head bent; breadth 0.80-
0.84 mm.

DISTRIBUTION: New Zealand, North and South
Islands (Fig. 2).

MATERIAL EXAMINED: 90 male (13 dissected), 111
female and 46 unsexed specimens. Further 105
specimens in alcohol.
Depositories: holotype, allotype and 20 paratypes
with Landcare Research, Auckland; 275 paratypes
in Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago; 1
paratype in Museum of Comparative Zoology,

Fig. 2 Distribution of Clambus uranus (triangles) and C.
jupiter (squares).

Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts; 55
paratypes in author's collection.

TYPE MATERIAL: Holotype male and 4 paratypes:
ND, Waipoua SF, Wairau Summit, 400 m, 27 Nov
-6 Dec 1984, hardwood-podocarp forest, window
trap, A. Newton/M.Thayer (687). Allotype female
and 19 paratypes: BR, Nelson Lakes NP, 470 m,
Rotoroa Braeburn Tr., 16 Dec 1984-7 Jan 1985,
Nothofagus sp. forest, window trap, A. Newton/M.
Thayer (712). Further paratypes. The collectors, if
A. Newton/M. Thayer, are not repeated after the
locality data. Their collection numbers are given in
brackets.

Northland: 4 Waipoua SF, Toronui Track, 120 m,
26 Nov-4 Dec 1984, Kauri-podocarp-hardwood
forest, window trap (685). 2 Waipoua SF, 0.9 km E
Forest HQ, 26 Nov-4 Dec 1984, hardwood-
podocarp forest, window trap (686). 4 Waipoua SF,
nr. Wairau Summit, 460 m, 27 Nov-4 Dec 1984,
window trap (688); 1 idem, but carrion trap (squid).
1 Waipoua SF Waikohatu Str. bridge, 300 m, 28
Nov- 6 Dec 1984, kauri-hardwood-podocarp forest,
window trap (690). 1 Waipoua SF, Kauri Ricker




