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Tinginotum Kirkaldy in New Zealand and Australia: a shared new
species, and a new species of Tinginotopsis Poppius from
Norfolk Island (Hemiptera: Miridae)
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Abstract Tinginotum minutum n. sp. from New
Zealand and Australia, and Tinginotopsis
tuberculatus n. sp. from Norfolk Island, are de-
scribed and illustrated. The female genitalia for both
genera are described and illustrated for the first time.
The apex of the second gonapophysis in both gen-
era differs from those previously illustrated for other
species of Miridae. A contribution is made to defin-
ing the limits of the two genera, and to distinguish-
ing between them. The known distribution of
Tinginotum knowlesi (Kirkaldy, 1908) and
Tinginotopsis camelus Poppius, 1915 is extended,
and a host plant (Adrtocarpus altilis) for the former
is recorded.
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INTRODUCTION

Until this study Tinginotum Kirkaldy, 1902 con-
tained 31 species in the following Zoogeographical
Regions (Schuh 1995): Afrotropical -formerly Ethio-
pian (16 species), eastern Palacarctic (three species),
Oriental (seven species), and Australasian (five spe-
cies). Carvalho (1987) described and keyed five spe-
cies from Papua New Guinea. Little was known
about their host plants or biology. After this paper
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was submitted for publication, Yasunaga (1999, 17
August) added two new species of Tinginotum from
Japan, and made one synonymy. He recorded host
plants for five of the six species occurring in Japan,
the combined list including plants in the
Cupressaceae, Pinaceae, Podocarpaceae, Polypodia-
ceae, and Ulmaceae.

This paper records Tinginotum from both New
Zealand and Australia for the first time, and
Tinginotopsis Poppius, 1915, from Norfolk Island.
Species of both genera are readily recognised by the
long erect setae on pronotum, scutellum, and
hemelytra. Tinginotum knowlesi (Kirkaldy, 1908),
well known from Fiji, has the pronotal setae in
spinose tufts somewhat like the warty surface of
breadfruit, Artocarpus altilis (Z.) Fosb. (Moraceae),
on which it lives, and the spiny surface of the related
jackfruit, 4. heterophyllus Lam.

It is of interest that Tinginotum, which occurs
down a chain of islands from Japan, Philippines to
New Guinea, and also on the Mariana Islands,
Caroline Islands, Fiji, Samoa, and in French Poly-
nesia, as well as in Africa (including South Africa),
should now be shown to be present in Australia and
New Zealand. Some genera and species of
Lygaeidae and Miridae are shared by Australia and
New Zealand. It is unknown if Tinginotum minutum
n. sp. is endemic to both countries or to one country
only and has since spread to the other.

Until now the genus Tinginotopsis has contained
four species, the type species from Taiwan, and the
three species from Papua New Guinea studied by
Carvalho (1987). Tinginotopsis oryzae (Matsumura,
1910) was collected from rice, Oryza sativa L. and
sugar-cane, Saccharum officinale L. (both Poaceae),
Matsumura (1910, 1911).

The present paper describes and figures a new
species of Tinginotum from New Zealand and
Australia, and a new species of Tinginotopsis from
Norfolk Island. The known distribution is extended
for Tinginotum knowlesi and Tinginotopsis camelus
Poppius, 1915, and a host plant for the former is
recorded. The female genitalia for both genera are
described and figured for the first time, the apices






