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The species of Saemundssonia (Insecta: Phthiraptera:
Philopteridae) from skuas (Aves: Stercorariidae)

RICARDO L. PALMA
Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa
P.O. Box 467
Wellington, New Zealand

Abstract Three species of Saemundssonia
Timmermann, 1936 parasitic on skuas are recog-
nised as valid: Saemundssonia (Saemundssonia)
cephalus (Denny, 1842) on Stercorarius parasiticus;
S. (S.) inexspectata Timmermann, 1951 on
Stercorarius longicaudus; and S. (S.) euryrhyncha
(Giebel, 1874) on Stercorariuspomarinus as well as
on all species of Catharacta. The name
Saemundssonia stresemanni Timmermann, 1949 is
proposed as a junior synonym of S. (S.) euryrhyncha.
Measurements and illustrations to facilitate the iden-
tification of these three species of Saemundssonia are
given.
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INTRODUCTION

The genus Saemundssonia Timmermann, 1936 in-
cludes many species and subspecies of lice parasitic
on members of several avian orders, especially the
Charadriiformes - waders, plovers, gulls (see
Timmermann 1957). Louse collections resulting
from a study on the phylogeny of skuas (Cohen et
al. 1997: 186) have shown that one species of
Saemundssonia parasitises Stercorarius pomarinus
(Temminck, 1815) and all species of Catharacta.
Although Cohen et al. (1997) applied the name
Saemundssonia stresemanni Timmermann, 1949 to
that species - originally described from specimens
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collected on Catharacta skua Briinnich, 1764 - the
earliest available name for those lice is
Saemundssonia euryrhyncha (Giebel, 1874) with
Stercorarius pomarinus as type host. Timmermann
(1957: 47) also recognised a single species of
Saemundssonia parasitising both St. pomarinus and
C. skua and referred to it as S. stresemanni. In the
literature, the name S. euryrhyncha has been used as
a valid taxon a few times, but in all cases it was ap-
plied only to the Saemundssonia population living
on St. pomarinus (see synonymy below). In this pa-
per I propose a new synonymy between S.
euryrhyncha and S. stresemanni.

Further collections of Saemundssonia from
Stercorarius longicaudus Vieillot, 1819 have also
allowed me to confirm that the host-louse associa-
tion between this skua and Saemundssonia
inexspectata Timmermann, 1951 is correct. The third
species of Saemundssonia from skuas is S. cephalus
(Denny, 1842), parasitic on Stercorariusparasiticus
(Linnaeus, 1758).

I include measurements, illustrations and other
data to facilitate the identification of the three
Saemundssonia species known to live on members
of the family Stercorariidae. The taxonomic nomen-
clature of the hosts follows Cohen et al. (1997). In
the synonymies, quotation marks (" ") are used for
those binomial combinations which I regard as hav-
ing been incorrectly applied by the author cited im-
mediately after the closing quotation mark.

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS FOR
REPOSITORY INSTITUTIONS

AMSA - Australian Museum, Sydney, New South
Wales, Australia.
BMNH - The Natural History Museum, London,
England.
BPBM - Bernice P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu,
Hawaii, U.S.A.
FNHM - Natural History Museum, Torshavn, Faroe
Islands
KCEM - K.C. Emerson Entomology Museum,
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Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma,
U.S.A.
MONZ - Museum of New Zealand Te Papa
Tongarewa, Wellington, New Zealand.
QVTA - Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery,
Launceston, Tasmania, Australia.
RLCP - R.L.C. Pilgrim Collection, housed in
MONZ.
USNM - United States National Museum of Natural
History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.,
U.S.A.

SYSTEMATICS

Measurements of head width, head length, total
length and paramere length for the three species are
given in Table 1.

Saemundssonia (Saemundssonia) cephalus
(Denny, 1842) (Fig. 1)
Docophorus cephalus Denny, 1842: 44, 81, pi. 2, fig. 8

(Type host: Stercorarius parasiticus (Linnaeus, 1758)).
Lectotype 9 (designated below) in BMNH, Denny
Collection, slide 52.98.a.

Docophorus pustulosus; Nitzsch (in Giebel), 1866: 363
(Type host: Stercorarius parasiticus). Types presumed
lost.

Docophorus pustulosus; Giebel, 1874: 110, pi. 11, fig. 5
(ex St. parasiticus).

Docophorus lari magna; Piaget, 1880: 112 (Type host:
Larus atricilla Linnaeus, 1758, in error). Lectotype d
(designated below) in BMNH, Piaget Collection, slide
541a.

Docophorus atlanticus; Kellogg, 1914: 81, fig. 1 (Type
host: Stercorarius parasiticus). Syntypes Q in USNM,
slide 42752.

Saemundssonia pustulosa; Timmermann, 1949: 10, fig.
4-6 (ex St. parasiticus, Iceland).

Saemundssonia cephalus; Hopkins & Clay, 1952: 330.
Listed only.

Saemundssonia cephalus; Timmermann, 1957: 47 (ex St.
parasiticus).

Saemundssonia cephalus; Hackman & Nyholm, 1968: 77
(ex 5;. parasiticus, Spitsbergen).

Saemundssonia cephalus; Emerson, 1972: 155 (ex St.
parasiticus, North America).

Saemundssonia cephalus; Pilgrim & Palma, 1982: 22 (ex
5/. parasiticus, New Zealand).

Material examined
Ex Stercorarius parasiticus (Linnaeus, 1758):
Lectotype 9 of Docophorus cephalus Denny, 1842
(on slide 52.98.a, designated here), 4 paralectotypes
9, no data, (BMNH, Denny Collection slides
52.98.a-e); 3 d\ 3 9, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk,

England, 2 Nov. 1905 (MONZ); 2 9, Vallay I., North
Uist, Scotland, 5 Aug. 1909 (MONZ); 1 <3, 1 9,
Lincolnshire, England, 24 Sep. 1912 (MONZ); 1 d, 3
9, Hoy, Orkney Is, Scotland, 6 Aug. 1930 (KCEM); 8
<S, 10 9, Plymouth, Massachusetts, U.S.A., 23 Aug.
1930 (USNM); 3 d1, 3 9, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk,
England, 8 Oct. 1933 (MONZ); 2 6,19, same locality,
20 Oct. 1933 (MONZ); 1 6,1 9, Aberlady Bay, East
Lothian, Scotland, Sep. 1937 (MONZ); 3 6,3 9, Bill
Williams River, Arizona, U.S.A., 15 Oct. 1947
(USNM, KCEM); 1 d, Fair Isle, Shetland, Scotland,
18 Jul. 1951 (MONZ); 1 tf, Native Point, N.W.
Territories, Canada, 30 Jun. 1955 (KCEM); 4 d\ 2 9,
Cape Thompson, Alaska, U.S.A., 11 Jul. 1961
(BPBM, KCEM); 1 9, Kaikoura, New Zealand, 15
Nov. 1978 (MONZ); 26, Tuki Tuki Estuary, Hawkes
Bay, New Zealand, Mar. 1982 (MONZ); 1 cJ.Kaitorite
Spit, Canterbury, New Zealand, 8 Apr. 1984 (MONZ);
4 6, 3 9, Nolsoy, Faroe Is, 6 Jul. 1997 (FNHM,
MONZ); 1 6, Mouth of Tay, Scotland, no date
(MONZ); 2 d1, South West Lancashire, England, no
date (MONZ).

Stragglers or contaminants
Ex Stercorarius longicaudus Vieillot, 1819: 4 <3,2
9, North Uist, Oct. 1909 (BMNH); 1 6, West
Greenland, Jul. 1955 (BMNH).

Note: The above seven specimens, labelled as be-
ing collected from Stercorarius longicaudus, could
be stragglers or contaminants from Stercorarius
parasiticus, because S. inexspectata is the regular
species found on St. longicaudus. However, an al-
ternative explanation is simple host mis-identifica-
tion, if the specimens were collected from
non-breeding, juvenile or immature specimens of St.
parasiticus which were mis-identified as St.
longicaudus. Melville (1985) discussed in detail the
difficulties of distinguishing between non-breeding
adults, juveniles and immatures of these two species
of skuas.

Ex Larus atricilla Linnaeus, 1758: Lectotype 6 of
Docophorus lari magna Piaget, 1880 (on slide 54 la,
designated here), paralectotype 9, no data, (BMNH,
Piaget Collection slides 541a, b).
Note: In common with all other gulls of the genus
Larus, L. atricilla is regularly parasitised by
Saemundssonia lari (O. Fabricius, 1780).

Remarks
Denny's (1842) type series of Docophorus cephalus
includes five females from St. parasiticus which
show no significant morphological differences from


