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The species of Saemundssonia (Insecta: Phthiraptera:
Philopteridae) from skuas (Aves: Stercorariidae)
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Abstract Three species of Saemundssonia
Timmermann, 1936 parasitic on skuas are recog-
nised as valid: Saemundssonia (Saemundssonia)
cephalus (Denny, 1842) on Stercorarius parasiticus,
S. (S.) inexspectata Timmermann, 1951 on
Stercorarius longicaudus; and S. (S.) euryrhyncha
(Giebel, 1874) on Stercorarius pomarinus as well as
on all species of Catharacta. The name
Saemundssonia stresemanni Timmermann, 1949 is
proposed as a junior synonym of S. (S.) euryrhyncha.
Measurements and illustrations to facilitate the iden-
tification of these three species of Suemundssonia are
given.
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INTRODUCTION

The genus Saemundssonia Timmermann, 1936 in-
cludes many species and subspecies of lice parasitic
on members of several avian orders, especially the
Charadriiformes — waders, plovers, gulls (see
Timmermann 1957). Louse collections resulting
from a study on the phylogeny of skuas (Cohen et
al. 1997: 186) have shown that one species of
Saemundssonia parasitises Stercorarius pomarinus
(Temminck, 1815) and all species of Catharacta.
Although Cohen et al. (1997) applied the name
Saemundssonia stresemanni Timmermann, 1949 to
that species — originally described from specimens
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collected on Catharacta skua Briinnich, 1764 — the
earliest available name for those lice is
Saemundssonia euryrhyncha (Giebel, 1874) with
Stercorarius pomarinus as type host. Timmermann
(1957: 47) also recognised a single species of
Saemundssonia parasitising both St. pomarinus and
C. skua and referred to it as S. stresemanni. In the
literature, the name S. euryrhyncha has been used as
a valid taxon a few times, but in all cases it was ap-
plied only to the Saemundssonia population living
on St. pomarinus (see synonymy below). In this pa-
per I propose a new synonymy between S.
euryrhyncha and S. stresemanni.

Further collections of Saemundssonia from
Stercorarius longicaudus Vieillot, 1819 have also
allowed me to confirm that the host-louse associa-
tion between this skua and Saemundssonia
inexspectata Timmermann, 1951 is correct. The third
species of Sauemundssonia from skuas is S. cephalus
(Denny, 1842), parasitic on Stercorarius parasiticus
(Linnaeus, 1758).

I include measurements, illustrations and other
data to facilitate the identification of the three
Saemundssonia species known to live on members
of the family Stercorariidae. The taxonomic nomen-
clature of the hosts follows Cohen et al. (1997). In
the synonymies, quotation marks (*“ ”) are used for
those binomial combinations which I regard as hav-
ing been incorrectly applied by the author cited im-
mediately after the closing quotation mark.
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