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A revision of Cristaperla (plecoptera: notonemouridae)
and some comments on notonemouridae and its generic groups
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Abstract Cristaperla, an endemic New Zealand
genus is revised. A new diagnosis, species key, dis-
tribution map and emergence graphs are given. The
previously unknown male of C. waharoa is de-
scribed. Some comments are given on the status of
the Notonemouridae and its generic groups.
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INTRODUCTION

Cristaperla, a genus in Notonemouridae, was erected
by McLellan (1972) to contain Spaniocercoides
fimbria Winterbourn, 1965. McLellan (1991) added
the two new species C. eylesi and C. waharoa, and
assigned the genus to the Spaniocercoides Group in
Notonemouridae.

MclLellan (1991) and Zwick (1981 and pers.
comm.) stated that they had reservations about the
monophyly of Notonemouridae. Zwick considered
that it might be an artificial group of several primi-
tive, similar but not closely related lines of pre-
nemourid stock. I am now more than ever convinced
that the family is polyphyletic, and that Zwick’s
judgement on its origins is probably correct. It now
seems to me, that of the three generic groups out-
lined in McLellan (1991), the Notonemoura Group
is the only one that is probably monophyletic. The
Spaniocercoides Group, the one to which
Cristaperla was assigned, has genera in New Zea-
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land, Australia, South America, South Africa and
Madagascar. The development of different combi-
nations of genital structures in this group differs
much more than just at generic level, and more so
when the genitalia of the genera in South Africa (see
Balinsky 1956, 1967; Barnard 1934, 1936: Illies
1980; Stevens & Picker 1995) and Madagascar (see
Paulian 1949, 1951, 1959) are compared with those
of genera from the later fragments of Gondwanaland
(South America, New Zealand and Australia, see
Illies 1961, 1975, 1980; McLellan 1991 and
McLellan & Zwick 1996). The differences are such
that I wonder if the South African and Madagascan
genera, which obviously have a common origin,
should be assigned to a new taxon, possibly a generic
group or higher. Although in doubt, the present con-
cept of Notonemouridae is a useful tool, but the ge-
neric groups in their present form are not.

The male genitalia of Cristaperla species have
unique features found in no other genus in the fam-
ily. These are the cockscomb-like epiproct retracted
in a pocket, hinged and capable of extension
posteriorly, and the ventral process which has a row
of slender spines on its ventral surface and a patch
of compacted hairs dorsally at the tip. These differ
markedly from the usual hook-shaped immovable
epiproct and an unadorned ventral process. In
Cristaperla nymphs the ventral process of the male
genitalia develops in a posteriorly projecting exten-
sion of sternite 9 (see Fig. 14, 15). There is no record
of such a modification of the sternite 9 in male
nymphs of other stoneflies. The nearest I have seen
to this is in Udamocercia arumifera, a South Ameri-
can notonemourid, where the male nymph has, pro-
jecting posteriorly from beneath each subanal lobe,
a sclerotised spine-like structure, containing the de-
veloping paraproct. The development of the female
ovipositor in Cristaperla is not the same as in other
genera of the Spaniocercoides Group but more like
that of the Notonemoura Group (see below). This
conflict of characters points towards an origin for
Cristaperla different from that of the other group
members, or indeed other notonemourids, and so
strengthens the above hypothesis.






