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This catalogue deals with the genera- and family-
group names of 21 extant and fossil families of
Curulionoidea, excluding Scolytidae and
Platypodidae. It lists as valid 5444 genera and 641
subgenera. The availability and validity of every
name was carefully checked. In the process, numer-
ous changes are made, among these new tribal, ge-
neric and subgeneric names are proposed, transfers
between higher taxa performed, and type-species
designated. Over 3000 bibliographic references are
reported with the full title of original papers and full
name of the journal or any other publishing medium.
Appendices deal with the descriptions of two new
genera, a list of the available genus-group names
absent from Neave’s Nomenclator Zoologicus and
Supplements, and another list of those genus-group
names present in Neave’s Nomenclator Zoologicus
and Supplements in need of modifications. There are
separate indices for the species mentioned in the
catalogue, and for the family- and genus-group
names. The main body of the catalogue is preceded
by a list of 32 new taxa, 656 new replacement names,
another 635 replacement names already available
from junior homonyms, 241 new synonyms, 60 res-
urrected names, 48 changes of status, 216 transfers,
113 type-species designations, and seven new names
and four new synonyms for species. The families are
arranged in systematic order, all other family-group
names and the genera within each subordinate group
are in alphabetical sequence.

The authors had the best and most complete li-
braries at their disposal. It was a task of mammoth
proportion taking a considerable number of years of
steady dedication to bring the work to conclusion.
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Whether it was desirable and wise of the authors to
revive forthwith old and totally forgotten names, to
replace well established ones in biogeographical ar-
eas alien to them, is highly debatable. It may also
be said that it was somewhat strange that a higher
classification, with the greatest number of families
ever proposed in Curculionoidea, was adopted in the
work although a reduction of family numbers in
Coleoptera usually follows phylogenetic approaches.
The catalogue will be an indispensable reference
work not only for curculionists but also for
coleopterists at large, and should be a convenient and
desirable item in every entomological centre, univer-
sity and museum.
G. KUSCHEL
7 Tropicana Drive
Mt. Roskill
Auckland
G. Kuschel@xtra.co.nz
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I have had the pleasure of knowing Dr Weischer for
at least 40 years. He is an interesting personality and
without fail I have visited him on each of my fre-
quent visits to Muenster, Germany. His in depth
knowledge of nematology and experience as a lec-
turer make it a pleasure to listen to his philosophy
on nematological developments around the globe.

On a recent visit he gave me his book “An Intro-
duction to Nematodes”. In this book this knowledge
and expertise is applied to the fullest in his story of
the nematodes; the plant feeding, the free-living and
the parasitic nematodes.

Together with his co-author Dr D. J. F. Brown,
he sets out to tell his story to the uninitiated in a most
interesting fashion, combining the best nematode
stories of both parasitology and insect nematology






