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Four new species and a new genus of Trichoptera (Helicophidae)

from New Caledonia
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Abstract Three new Trichoptera (Helicophidae)
species from New Caledonia: Helicopha patriciae
sp. nov., Helicopha pouebo sp. nov., and Helicopha
rembai sp. nov. are described into the Australian
genus Helicopha Mosely, 1953. A new species
Briama koghi sp. nov. from New Caledonia is de-
scribed into the new monotypic genus Briama gen.
nov. These descriptions represent the first records of
the Helicophidae in New Caledonia; the family is
now known from New Caledonia, New Zealand,
southern Australia, Chile and south-western Argen-
tina. A key to males of the nine Helicophidae gen-
era is presented.

Keywords taxonomy; New Caledonia; caddis;
Trichoptera; Helicophidae; new genus; new species

INTRODUCTION

The family Helicophidae Mosely, 1953 was
described to receive the Australian Helicopha
Mosely, 1953 presently known from southern
Australia and Tasmania (Neboiss 1981, 1986).
Since then, the family has received seven more
genera. The genera Fosericostoma Schmid, 1955
Pseudosericostoma Schmid, 1957 and Austrocentrus
Schmid, 1964 were all originally placed within the
Sericostomatidae. Microthremma Schmid, 1955 was
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described into the Thremmidae and subsequently
transferred to the Sericostomatidae by Schmid (1957,
p- 391). These four genera were later transferred to
the Helicophidae by Flint (1979, p. 646; 1983, p. 90);
they are together restricted to Chile and south-
western Argentina.

Alloecella Banks, 1939 was described into the
Beraea section of the Molannidae, transferred to the
Beraeidae by Mosely (1953, p. 142), and thence to
the Helicophidae by Neboiss (1977, p. 94). It has
been recorded from south-eastern Australia and
Tasmania.

The genera Zelolessica McFarlane, 1956 and
Alloecentrellodes Flint, 1979 were both originally
classified within the Helicophidae. Alloecentrellodes
is restricted to southern Chile while Zelolessica is
endemic to New Zealand.

The New Zealand genus Alloecentrella Wise,
1958 was initially described into the Beraeidae, but
Wise (1958, p. 53) stated that it could also have been
placed in the Helicophidae. Cowley (1976, p. 105)
transferred it to the Helicophidae when describing
the pupa of the New Zealand Alloecentrella
magnicornis Wise, 1958. The genus was later moved
to the Calocidae by Neboiss (1986, p. 197).

Helicophidae is a small family of 25 named
species, including the four in this paper Morse, 2000.
Habitat information is not available for
Microthremma or Briama gen. nov., but adults and/
or larvae of the other seven genera have been caught
near small clear, fast-flowing streams and often, but
not exclusively, in forested areas, the larvae
sometimes being associated with moss-like aquatic
plants (Flint et al. 1999; Neboiss 1988). Wing
venation is usually somewhat reduced, with basal
parts of some longitudinal veins missing. Females
can have more complete venation, for example in
Austrocentrus (Flint 1997). As indicated in the
literature, most species are rare and seldom collected,
with distributions restricted to a southern
Gondwanan area (i.e., Patagonia, New Zealand,
Australia and New Caledonia). Some Neotropical
genera are more widely distributed (Flint 1979,
1983).






