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Species in sympatry: Pselaphotheseus of Campbell Island
(Coleoptera: Staphylinidae: Pselaphinae)
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Abstract Pselaphotheseus ihupuku, new species,
is described from Campbell Island, New Zealand and
compared with the previously described Campbell
Island pselaphine, P. hippolytae Park. Additional
collecting records of P. hippolytae are also provided.
Both species are apparently endemic to Campbell
Island, and coexist in sympatry there. Entomologi-
cal surveys of New Zealand’s subantarctic island
groups are incomplete, however, and the genus may
be more widespread than is currently recognised.
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INTRODUCTION

Three hundred and eighty-five described species of
Pselaphinae in 41 genera are present in New Zealand
(Klimaszewski et al. 1996; Klimaszewski & Watt
1997). These authors also noted the existence of at
least 20 undescribed genera. Among these, the only
species previously documented for the subantarctic

“Author for correspondence.
Z01008
Received 12 February 2001, accepted 3 August 2001

islands is Pselaphotheseus hippolytae Park
(Pselaphini) from Campbell Island (Park 1964). Park
described the genus as monotypic and provided
comparative data suggesting that it was related to the
Australasian genus Pselaphophus. In fact, there are
two sympatric species of Pselaphotheseus on the
island. In this paper we describe Pselaphotheseus
ihupuku new species, provide additional records for
P. hippolytae, and discuss their sympatry on
Campbell Island.

Specimens on which this study is based are
housed in the New Zealand Arthropods Collection
(Auckland, NZAC), Bernice P. Bishop Museum
(Honolulu, U.S.A., BPBM), Entomology Research
Museum (Lincoln University, Canterbury, New
Zealand, LUNZ), Field Museum of Natural History
(Chicago, U.S.A., FMNH), Louisiana State
Arthropod Museum, Louisiana State University
(Baton Rouge, U.S.A., LSAM), Otago Museum
(Dunedin, New Zealand, OMNZ), and Museum of
New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa (Wellington,
MONZ).

SYSTEMATICS

Pselaphotheseus Park (1964)

TYPE SPECIES: Pselaphotheseus hippolytae Park, by
original designation.

TYPE LOCALITY: Campbell Island, New Zealand.

Pselaphotheseus ihupuku new species

(Fig. 1-5, 12)
HOLOTYPE: Point-mounted male bearing the
following label data: NEW ZEALAND, CA,
Campbell Is., Beeman Hill, 20 m, 7 Mar 2000, M.
Bullians, E. Edwards, R. Leschen, Dracophyllum
leaf litter, SUB 013, 52°32'S, 169°08'E. Deposited
in the NZAC.
DESCRIPTION: Male. Mean total length, 2.35 mm (n
= 10). Colour yellowish-brown to dark brown, most
specimens unicolorous, but elytra and abdomen
slightly darker than pronotum in a few. Integument






